Katie Overmann

Grade: 7

Egyptian Clay Sarcophagus: Day 3 

10/16/08- Mr. Miller’s Slab Building Sarcophagus Lesson
Goals/Objectives


OACS 2004. Creative Expression and Communication. 7.2 

Students will apply the principals of slab building techniques to construct a three-dimensional Egyptian sarcophagus, by tracing specific patterns, slip and scratch methods, and pinch methods, and complete one sarcophagus. 


OACS 2004. Analyzing and Responding. 7.1

Students will use appropriate vocabulary, by answering discussion questions that explain how techniques, materials, and methods of slab building affect what the artwork communicates; an example is the “slip and scratch” method. 


OACS 2004. Creative Expression and Communication. 7.4

Students will apply observation skills to refine and improve their slab built sarcophaguses by following the guidelines written on the dry erase board; an example is “the bottom two corners have to be crisply squared off”.

Gender


There are 6 boys and 10 girls. The role of gender in this particular lesson is significant because the grade I am teaching is seventh grade, and this can be a very awkward stage at school for boys and girls. The assigned seats help break up any known cliques and hopefully create a healthy combination of personalities. Since there are only 6 boys to the 10 girls, I want to avoid any of the girls picking on the boys because they out number them. 

Race/Ethnicity 

This class is 15/16 White/ Caucasian and 1/16 Black/ African American. This makes studying other cultures even more important, because these students do not get the opportunity to experience much diversity in race or ethnicity in their direct lives. Therefore, there could be a high percentage of misperceptions. This lesson builds on the  Egyptian culture lesson that reinforced the fact that all humans have similar values and lifestyles and we can learn and appreciate cultures, races, and ethnicities different from our own. 

English Language Proficiency

In this class of seventh graders, reading and writing are actually below average in comparison to the state records. My cooperating teacher claims these students cannot spell very well and have a low level of reading and writing. The overhead camera will be projected so the students will follow my demonstration by watching each step. This will be helpful because they will be sitting at their own tables working simultaneously as I use scaffolding through demonstrating each step carefully. Just because it is believed the reading and writing levels are low in the class, that doesn’t mean they shouldn’t practice those skills. They will be responsible for writing their names, period, and homeroom teacher’s name on a small tag, placed inside their sarcophagus when it is complete. 

Johnny can read simple vocabulary and almost write his own name with assistance. The aid will be supporting Johnny throughout the whole class period on his slab built sarcophagus, assisting him with each step. Johnny will also be able to watch me on the projection and mimic my actions while listening to the directions verbally as well. 

Economic Status


Economic Status: My cooperating teacher claimed that this class had a huge range of students from different socioeconomic statuses; from families on welfare to upper middle class. All the materials will be provided for my lesson. The students will not be required to do homework or bring anything in from outside of school. Everyone in this classroom will have the same opportunities to create their sarcophaguses.

Skill Level


The lesson prior to this one was meant to prepare all the students with specific vocabulary terms and directions about the specific tools, techniques, and expectations of completion. The students should have this prior knowledge and should be able to apply those concepts to the actual studio activity.

Johnny, who has multiple handicaps of mild/moderate mental retardation, learning disabilities, and behavioral issues, is required to complete the same project with the assistance of his aide. He should be able to see the steps and listen to the directions and complete the assignment with assistance only when he is struggling. I want him to he able to watch me and then mimic each step, because my demonstration pace should be slow enough to accommodate his rate and level of comprehension. 

Learning Modality


There will be multiple ways of presenting the information to the students so every type of learner can benefit and understand the directions. Scaffolding by verbally explaining every step and also simultaneously demonstrating every step will give visual/spatial and verbal/linguistic learners the ability to follow either learning modality they prefer. Obviously this studio project will be perfect for body/kinesthetic, visual/spatial, and intrapersonal intelligences. 


Multiple Intelligences (3)

1. Bob has an incredible amount of energy, which usually finds its way out during class because he cannot sit still for very long. Bob is NOT considered ADHD because his grades do not suffer because of this hyper ness and he can concentrate when he is actively engaged; his parents only think it’s a stage, but they are having him join the basketball team at school. Bob loves activities where he can move around and express himself through engaging activities especially art. The studio project will be a great way for Bob to release his body/kinesthetic energy in a positive way, by building his sarcophagus. Bob will need direct instructions to remind him not to touch the materials until they are needed, because he will immediately start fidgeting with everything in front of him. Stressing for students not to move ahead to the net step until I demonstrate it will also be a great reminder for Bob, without pointing him out.

2. Sally has a lower level of reading comprehension when compared to her classmates and often interprets directions incorrectly. She does not always pick up on verbal directions and her shyness keeps her from asking for clarification. Sally’s visual/spatial learning intelligence can be activated while I also demonstrate each step under the overhead camera, which is projected very large, for the whole class to see. The step-by-step directions will still be written on the dry erase board so she can apply the activity with the corresponding written step. Also Sally will be working at a table of four students, so I will be very specific about who I place with her; and maybe an empathetic, patient student would be a good choice.

3. Brian is an exceptional student and performs above his peers and his grade level. He gets frustrated easily with the other students that function on a different or lower level of learning and comprehension. Brian will be able to put his intrapersonal intelligence to supreme use, while he works on his individual project. I will pay attention to how I can push his work to a more challenging level by observing and giving immediate feedback while he is in the process of making. An example would be, “See how smooth and refined you can get those seams where the slabs come together.”

Behavioral Needs


Like I mentioned before, Bob is more hyper than the average student, and receives discipline from my cooperating teacher at least one time every class period. 

Bob loves activities where he can move around and express himself through engaging activities especially art. The studio project will be a great way for Bob to release his body/kinesthetic energy in a positive way, by building his sarcophagus. 

Bob will need direct instructions to remind him not to touch the materials until they are needed, because he will immediately start fidgeting with everything in front of him. Stressing for students not to move ahead to the net step until I demonstrate it will also be a great reminder for Bob, without pointing him out.

Prior Knowledge


In the lesson taught, the day before this lesson, the students learned exactly what slab building would entail, specific vocabulary, and the exact steps they were going to follow in creating their own slab built sarcophagus. Also the lesson on October 10th, that I taught, gave the students a visual image to look at of a mummy and the sarcophagus of King Tut. The students should be well prepared and excited for this project. The physical evidence that supports whether the students received and understood the directions and what was expected of them will be shown in their final pieces. 

The students will use this information in the future and in the real world, every time they use patterns or have to assemble their latest shelving unit. Patterns and building these three dimensional objects will be incorporated into jobs like engineers, architects, or for a stay at home mom or dad who want to build a puzzle or bake cut out cookies. 
Methods


Step-by-step

1. This lesson begins with asking the students to pick up their clay slabs from Mr. Miller at the back table. (5-8 minutes)

2. Students will observe my demonstration by watching the overhead camera while I use scaffolding to show the class the step by step process. (

Technology


The technology that was used was the overhead camera and projector, plastic reusable tools, and a slab roller to roll out flat slabs for students to work with. This overhead camera and projector will be used for the demonstrations. This is a great way of demonstrating because the students can stay in their own seats and work in their own projects step-by-step with me, without getting up and moving every time. The reusable tools will be great to save and use for any project this year and the years after. They have dull plastic edges that still cut clay like butter also. The slab roller is quick and efficient way to make even sheets of clay called slabs that can them be cut up and handed out to the students with ease. 

Materials


6 tables


24 patterns for sarcophagus base


24 sets of tools: each set has 1 butter knife, 1needle, 1flat head, and 1curled head


15 lbs of clay

Slab roller, or rolling pins


24 Canvas covered ware boards


Organization and Dissemination: The materials will be set up on each table when the students walk in the room. Students will be called, table by table, to go back to Mr. Miller and pick up their slabs. For cleanup, the students will bring their sarcophaguses over to the drying counter, with their name tags inside, and place them on the counter. After throwing the extra clay into the reclaim barrel, the students will be allowed to wash their hands one by one, using one squirt of soap and one paper towel.
